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MINUTES OF THE GROSSE POINTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 

17145 MAUMEE AVENUE, GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2021.   

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Tomkowiak, Council Members Fries, Juip, Parthum, Stempfle, Thomas, Walsh 

 

In Attendance: City Manager Dame, Attorney Kennedy, City Clerk Arthurs, Finance Director Kleinow, Public 

Service Director Randazzo, Assistant to the City Manager Hardenbrook. 

 

The Mayor then led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

SETTING THE AGENDA 

 

City Manager Dame noted that a correction was made to the November 15, 2021 minutes and the revised version 

was submitted to the Council for consideration. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Council Member Thomas, second by Council Member Juip, to approve the Consent Agenda consisting 

of the following: 

 

1. Minutes from the regular Council Meeting held on November 15, 2021. 
 

 2. Invoices 

  a) City of Grosse Pointe Farms - Purchased Water, July 2021 – September 2021, $172,147.64 

           b) Traffic & Safety 

              - License Plate Recognition System, Payment 1, $24,625 

              - Parking Structure Annual Maintenance Contract, 10/1/21 – 9/30/22, $13,286.70 

           c) GFL - Recycling, November 2021, $13,440 

           d) Great Lakes Water Authority - Sewage, November 2021, $74,100 

           e) Anderson, Eckstein, & Westrick, Inc. 

              - Loraine Sewer & Paving, 7/5/21 – 8/1/21, $24,182.15 

              - 6/26/21 Basement Flooding, 7/5/21 – 8/1/21, $9,624.76 

              - 2021 Street Improvement Program, 7/5/21 – 8/1/21, $5,800.74 

           f) Keystone Ridge - Benches, November 2021, $62,428 

           g) Fildew Hinks - Legal Services, October 2021, $6,355.06 

           h) Berger - Patrol Vehicle, November 2021, $42,392 

           i) Plante Moran - Annual Audit, June 2021, $41,800 

           j) Grosse Pointes – Clinton Refuse Disposal - Refuse Tonnage, October 2021, $5,172.76 

           k) Grosso Trucking & Supply Co.- Leaf Removal, November 2021, $5,390   

 

 3. Approval of Restatement and Second Amendment to Verizon Cell Tower Lease Agreement. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

The City Council convened as the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS – 3 DODGE PLACE 

 

Mayor Tomkowiak indicated that this was the time set for a public hearing by the Zoning Board of Appeals to 

consider the variance request of Kirk & Michelle Haggarty, 3 Dodge Place, for a variance from Section 90-351(k),  
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Schedule of Regulations, to allow a proposed screen porch to encroach 8 feet beyond the existing building 

setbacks of the two adjacent properties. 

 

City Clerk Arthurs informed the Board that notice of public hearing had been given as required by PA 110 of the 

State of Michigan and Grosse Pointe City Ordinance, proof of which is on file in the official records of the City of 

Grosse Pointe.  It was noted for the record that this hearing was tabled per the applicant’s request on November 

15, 2021. 

 

City Planner Jackson made the following report: 

 

The applicant is requesting a variance to allow the construction of a three-season screened porch that will project 

eight feet into the required 50-foot lake-front setback. The area of the requested encroachment is approximately 

187 square feet. It is located on the northeast corner of the house roughly aligned with the north side of the 

house.  The variance would allow a screened porch to be built that projects into the required setback from Lake 

St. Clair. The zoning ordinance requires property fronting on Lake St. Clair to maintain a 75-foot setback. The 

zoning ordinance allows the Zoning Board of Appeals to reduce the setback if it is consistent with the setbacks 

on adjacent lots.  When the Dodge Place subdivision was created back in the mid-80s several modifications of 

the ordinance were granted as part of the subdivision. One of these was the required setback from Lake St. Clair 

which was reduced from 75 feet to 50 feet. As a result, there are several newer homes (mid-80s) that are setback 

50 feet from the lake intermingled with older estates that are setback 75 feet or more from the lake.   

 

The screened porch would be located on an area currently improved with a patio and substantial landscape 

screening adjacent to the patio and will not result in any additional impervious surface.  The house is set back 

almost 20 feet from the north property line. There is a 10-foot scenic easement that runs along the northern 

property line. The minimum required side-yard setback from the north property line is nine feet according to the 

zoning ordinance.  The house is set back approximately 24 feet from the south property line. The minimum side 

yard setback from this property line is also nine feet. However, there is a minimum of 30 feet of total side yard 

setback.  It was noted that FEMA has recently revised its floodplain zones along the Lake St. Clair waterfront in 

the area of the city. While neither the applicant’s house nor proposed screened porch is directly impacted by the 

floodplain, their ability to utilize the south side yard has been diminished.  The City Planner reviewed his report 

dated December 9, 2021 for the Board. 

 

The applicant has provided a statement that they have exhausted all options for the proposed addition that 

comply with the city’s zoning ordinance and found that these options are not practical due to the unique 

circumstances on this property including: 

 

a. The increased amount of area consumed by the revised floodplain delineation. 

b. The negative impacts of other options on the existing lake views by surrounding neighbors, 

   taking into account the unique sight line easement. 

c. The need to reconfigure the existing floor plan of the house to accommodate alternative  

    locations, and 

d. The reduced functionality of a long and narrow addition on the side of the house. 

 
The City Planner noted that the applicant has clearly stated their practical difficulty, there are unique physical 

conditions that exist on the property, and while there are alternatives available to the applicant that are consistent 

with the zoning ordinance these alternatives will negatively impact the lake views of the neighbors. 

 

Mayor Tomkowiak opened public comment.  Hearing no comments, Mayor Tomkowiak closed public comment. 

One letter supporting the proposed variance was submitted for the record. 
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Motion by Council Member Stempfle, second by Council Member Walsh, that the Zoning Board of Appeals finds 

that a demonstrated practical difficulty exists in providing the required setback, with factors noted in the City 

Planner’s report dated December 9, 2021 as Items 1-6, and to grant the variance at 3 Dodge Place, in an R-1A 

Single Family Residential District. 
 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

The Zoning Board of Appeals reconvened as the City Council. 

 

BID AWARD – SANITARY SEWER CLEANING AND TELEVISING 

 

Public Service Director Randazzo made the following report: 

 

In 2007 the City of Grosse Pointe received an S2 grant from the State of Michigan to conduct sanitary sewer 

cleaning throughout the whole City and conduct a video inspection of the condition of the pipes. Based on the 

results of that work, AEW, the City's engineering firm, recommended a comprehensive approach to addressing 

the deficiencies that were found. In 2013 and 2014, the City completed work on those critical and high priority 

lines by three different methods: open cut, sewer linings and pipe bursting, with the help of low interest state 

revolving fund loans. This year, AEW recommended that the City have the medium priority lines from the 2007 

report cleaned and televised to get an up-to-date assessment and condition of those sewer lines to determine if 

repairs are needed. There is approximately 20,000 liner feet of sewer pipe recommended for cleaning and 

televising at this time, pipes ranging from 6" to 36" in diameter.  On November 30, 2021 the City received               

six bids from a publicly held bid opening at City Hall for the Sanitary Sewer Cleaning and Televising. The results 

are as follows: 

 

1. Doetsch Industrial Services, Inc. $ 44,700.00 

2. Rogue Industrial Services $ 73,825.00 

3. Pipetek Infrastructure Services, LLC $ 96,230.00 

4. National Power Rodding Corporation $ 99,925.00 

5. Advanced Underground Inspection, LLC $118,975.00 

6. Inland Waters Pollution Control, Inc. $245,775.00 

 

Motion by Council Member Juip, second by Council Member Parthum, to award the bid of $44,700 to Doetsch 

Industrial Services, Inc. for the Sanitary Sewer Cleaning and Televising project. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

UPDATE ON SEWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT OPTIONS 

 

City Engineer Stephen Pangori gave a PowerPoint presentation on progress on steps taken since the initial 

engineer review after the June flood event.  Mr. Pangori discussed work performed at the pump station, sewer 

cleaning and televising planned and recently adopted ordinances relating to downspout disconnection and 

maintenance and inspection of grease interceptors.  The report detailed ongoing evaluations of storm sewer 

separation, storm sewer improvements in the Village and BRIC and HMGP (FEMA) grant applications.  Council 

discussion took place regarding the presentation and Mr. Pangori answered various Council questions regarding 

improvement options. 
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PRESENTATION – STREET CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

 

Stephen Pangori, City Engineer, from AEW, gave a PowerPoint presentation regarding the annual review of city 

streets and pavement conditions for the road improvement plan covering 2022-2027.  Mr. Pangori discussed the 

survey results, surface condition trends, proposed treatment types, and proposed projects for 2022. 

 
 

2022 ROAD IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

 

The 2022 projects will be the eighth year of the Road Improvement Program. Only the 2022 projects are 

proposed to be approved for preparing the bid specs at this time. The city proposes to adjust the plan to advance  

timing of the work on Fisher Road in cooperation with the City of Grosse Pointe Farms. Historically, the Farms 

and City have split 50/50 road resurfacing projects on Fisher Road. If the Council grants permission to proceed, 

the City would further discuss issues including cost sharing, project administration, and engineering regarding 

Fisher Road improvements with the Farms, and to begin design for Cranford Lane, potentially in conjunction with 

a water main replacement. It is important to note that the later years in the plan are simply projections for planning 

purposes. Other potential underground infrastructure projects undertaken by the City in subsequent years could 

potentially and significantly change the projects and timing in the upcoming years of the Road Improvement 

Plan.  The road projects proposed to be completed in calendar year 2022 are: 

 

Fisher Road – Waterloo to Mack Avenue 

Cranford Lane – Notre Dame to Cadieux Rd. 

 

Council discussion took place regarding the proposed streets, the utilities under Fisher Road, and the potential 

collaboration with Grosse Pointe Farms. 

 

Motion by Council Member Walsh, second by Council Member Thomas, to approve the 2022 Road Improvement 

Plan, contingent on agreement with Grosse Pointe Farms for cost sharing Fisher Road improvements. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 
RESOLUTION – 2022 COUNCIL MEETING DATES 

 

The Council reviewed the proposed calendar of meeting dates.  Mayor Tomkowiak requested that the proposed 

July meeting date be changed to July 11 due to a scheduling conflict. 

 

Motion by Council Member Juip, second by Council Member Stempfle, that the following resolution be adopted: 

 

RESOLVED, that in accordance with Public Act 267 of 1976, public meetings of the City Council of the City of 

Grosse Pointe are held each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers and the following schedule denotes 

regular meeting dates for 2022: 

 

    January 24    (4th Mon.)      May 9  (Budget Hearing)      August 15 

    February 28  (4th Mon.)             May 16      September 19 

    March 21                                 June 20    October 17 

    April 18                                    July 11 (2nd Mon.) November 14  (2nd Mon.) 

                                                                                              December 19 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Andrejs Jansons, 820 Loraine, asked about the contract between Neuner’s Towing and the Grosse Pointe 

Public Safety Department.  He expressed concerns about the towing company and how much is charged for 

tow services. 

 
STAFF REPORTS 

 

Public Service Director Randazzo reported on the status and clean up after the recent wind storm.  City Planner 

Jackson reminded Council about the upcoming Master Plan public engagement event planned for Saturday, 

January 15 at the Unitarian Church. 

 

 

COUNCIL COMMENT 

 

The City Council commented on the following topics: 

 

• Encouragement to shop local and experience holiday events in the Village. 

• Appreciation was expressed to Arbor Pro for their assistance during the recent wind storm. 

• Appreciation was expressed to Public Service employees for the excellent work during leaf collection. 

• Council expressed wishes for a happy and safe holiday season and encouraged vigilance and 

vaccinations in response to the recent rise in COVID-19 cases and variants. 

 

 

On Motion, the meeting was adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

 Julie E. Arthurs, City Clerk 

 City of Grosse Pointe 


